
Homily Notes for Sunday June 20, 2021, 12th in O T 
 Job 38:1, 8-11; II Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41 

 

Summary: Our readings on Fathers’ Day this year focus on where to find help when we find ourselves 
caught up in trouble. The answer is to turn to God, keep faith in him, and fathers should lead their 
families in this, especially the ultimate questions, heaven and hell, death and judgment. 
 

When we are in trouble, what do our readings say? 
 

1. In our first reading, we hear God answering Job and his unwise friends by making clear that God’s 
plans are far above the thoughts of men. In this week's text, God addresses Job for the first time, questioning 
his right to challenge God's authority and leading Job deeper and deeper into the mystery of creation.  The Book 
of Job, taken in its totality, teaches the lesson that God has plans and purposes which mortal men cannot grasp.  
It also states that, although the wicked prosper and the innocent suffer for a time, YAHWEH finally redresses 
the wrongs suffered by the innocent!  
 

2. Job’s response finally is to recognize that God is great and that he knows and does things that we 
cannot understand. Job humbly repents. It is important to note that during the entire time of his 
misfortune and his suffering, never does Job sin against God. He remains faithful. He remains faithful. 
 

3. Second Reading:  Paul, who "rode the storm" of rejection by his former friends, also experienced storms of 
violent hostility from the Jews who refused to believe that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  Corinth, a Greek 
seaport, was a cosmopolitan place where multiple Greek philosophies and religions were current, and where 
seaport morals were common.  Paul has already introduced his distinction between the flesh and the spirit.  Here 
the flesh means not just the locus of sexual desires, but all the egoism and the egotistic tendencies which urge 
people live as if they do not need God.  These are all the things that we want to make sure we don’t fall into 
when we feel discouraged or under pressure. Paul believes Baptism changes all that.  By Baptism, the formerly 
flesh-centered person has died to that way of life.  This change in Christians changes their fundamental 
orientation, meaning that the baptized should no longer live for themselves, but for Christ.  So, we should no 
longer think of each other as competitors, but as co-members of a new creation. Hence, Paul insists that the 
Corinthians stop living just for themselves and live for others. 
 

4. This is why this next week’s Vacation Bible School is so important. We need to know the promises of 
heaven as shown in the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary and well as the Ten Commandments which show is 
the sins that will condemn us to hell and mess up our lives on this earth.  
 

5. In the Gospel, the calming of the sea shows that Jesus is the “go to person” when we are in trouble.  
Throughout Mark's Gospel, Jesus works miracles as a sign of head-on engagement with the forces of sin and 
evil in this world.  In the miracle stories, Jesus' unequivocal triumph over these forces verifies His true nature 
and his power. This is why we want to go to God when we are threatened or under pressure, not to escapes, 
drugs, infidelities. In this story, Mark also assures the first-century believers that nothing can harm the Church 
(symbolized by the boat) as long as the risen Lord is with them.  Mark's audience in Rome in the 60s A.D. 
surely felt that way as they faced the persecution by the Emperor Nero during which both Peter and Paul were 
probably martyred.  Mark presents the person of Jesus as in control of the forces of chaos, and hence able to still 
the storms which threaten to overturn the community of the Church. 
 

6. A central issue: we must take seriously that there are consequences in this life for what we do. In the big 
picture of our salvation, heaven and hell are real and important. See Sister Faustina and Fatima spokesperson. 
Fathers are important in overseeing this process. I am sharing this this morning because of conversations I have 
had with many parents about their children’s faith. One person told me, “No one is afraid anymore, afraid of 
doing evil.” The reason is that there seem to be no consequences.  
 

7. Sister Faustina was granted vision of hell which she reports in book, “The Life of Faustina Kowalska, pp. 
136ff. She reported, “Today I was led by an angel to the chasms of hell. It is a place of great torture; how 
awesomely large and extensive it is!” Then she describes seven different kinds of tortures. Then she reported 
that she “by the order of God, visited the abysses of hell so that I might tell souls about it and testify to its 



existence. I cannot speak about it now; but I have received a commend from God to leave it in writing…”  She 
goes on to say, “But I noticed one thing: that most of the souls there are those who disbelieved that there is a 
hell. When I came to, I could hardly recover from the fright. How terribly souls suffer there! Consequently, I 
pray even more fervently for the conversions of souls.” Basic principle, “Feeling or belief does not create reality.” 
 

And Saint Jacinta Marto, (at age seven) one of the three Fatima visionaries, said after having her vision of hell, 
“I wish people could see hell. Then they would be terrified to go there.” 
 

8. Important awareness: We as Christians know better. We know that there are many consequences in this 
life and for the life to come, either for doing good or doing evil. It is the special job of fathers to make sure that 
both in our family and society that actual consequences exist and that appropriate punishments are carried out. 
 

9. Look at the situation in our cities today. There have been hundreds of riots in many of our cities with 
violence and burning of thousands of businesses. The anti-religious socialist leaders of these cities have limited 
the police in enforcement and mandated that people be released without bail (or consequence) into the streets. 
The consequence is that many of our large cities are devolving into chaos. That is why we see so many out of 
state license plates on our streets. Decent people are fleeing ungodly chaos!  And what it the root of this? It is 
the collapse of the Christian family. 
 

10. When Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan published his report, “The Negro Family: The Case For 
National Action,” in 1965, the out-of-wedlock birthrate among blacks was 25%, much higher than that of 
whites. Today, that same out-of-wedlock birthrate for blacks (even higher for inner-city blacks) is nearly 70%, 
for whites, about 30%, over all about 40%. If this was considered to be a crisis in 1965, what is it now? 
 

11. The importance of being a good father. Those children who do not have a father are 
5x more likely to be in poverty and to commit crimes. 

 9x more likely to drop out of school early 
 20x more likely to go to jail. 
 25% will grow up to have faith. If Dad is involved in faith in the family over 80% will remain faithful! 
 

12. The Father's role in society: According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the vital importance of 
the father’s role comes from the fact that, with his wife, he cooperates with God the Creator in bringing a new 
human life into the world. Children with fathers present have much lower rates of delinquency, drug and 
alcohol use, teen pregnancy, etc., than those with absent fathers.  The father's presence is also a significant 
positive factor in the children’s getting a college education, finding a satisfying job, and making a lasting 
marriage. A girl's choice of partner and satisfaction in marriage is often directly related to the relationship she 
has had with her father.  
 

13. The situation of young men and women considering marriage today. How many situations are there 
where young men and young women cannot find anyone that they consider worthy of marrying? This is why 
our formation, based on the Bible and the teaching of the Church is so important. And we need more than 
teaching. Education is not enough. We need actual formation, formation in virtue. Have you paid attention to 
the top part of our sign outside the Church on Hwy 315? Does it mention education? What does it call for? 
Formation! This is why it is so important for our high school students to be part of this summer training! So 
many have told me, “He must be working or special football practice.”… and the family goes to hell! 
 

14. Do we take these seriously?  Are our fathers guiding us wisely on our way to heaven? This is why I 
consider the role of the Church to be so important. We represent God’s law for marriage, family and sexual use 
of our bodies. This is also why we are honoring all fathers who are here with us this morning. 
 

15. Our call this morning is for fathers (not just fathers, but also mothers and the Church itself) to step up not 
only to educate but to form ourselves, adults, and young people, into a disciplined, formed, virtuous, lifestyle 
that will support marriages, the raising and education of children, and the future stability and prosperity of our 
very culture. Are you willing to invest the time, the energy, and the money in accomplishing this? 
 

The two questions:  
What should I offer to God in the offering this morning? 



What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that God wants? 
 

"Paco, meet me at the Hotel Montana noon Tuesday.  All is forgiven."  In Ernest Hemingway’s short story 
“Capital of the World,”) a Spanish newspaper, El Liberal,   carried a poignant story about a father and his 
son.  It went like this.  A teen-aged boy, Paco, and his very wealthy father had a falling out, and the young man 
ran away from home.  The father was crushed.  After a few days, he realized that the boy was serious, so the 
father set out to find him.  He searched high and low for five months to no avail.  Finally, in a last, desperate 
attempt to find his son, the father put an ad in a Madrid newspaper.  The ad read, "Dear Paco, Meet me at the 
Hotel Montana noon Tuesday.  All is forgiven.  I love you.  Signed, Your Father.   On Tuesday, in the office of 
Hotel Montana, over 800 Pacos showed up, looking for love and forgiveness from their fathers. What a magnet 
that ad was!  Over 800 Pacos!! We all hunger for pardon.  We are all “Pacos” yearning to run and find a father 
who will declare, “All is forgiven.” Father's Day reminds us that we need more loving, forgiving fathers.  
   
2. How to be a better father. 
     1. Eph 3:14-15 – “Thinking of all this, I kneel in the presence of the Father, who is the source of all paternity  

on the earth and of all celestial as well. Let us imitate God and Jesus Christ to be good fathers. 
     2. To be a good example of the love of Christ, the love which is “agape”, which is the love of sacrifice and  

suffering. Example of James Dobson. How a man is to work, support his family and use even his 
vacation time for his wife, his children and his extended family. 

     3. To promote obtaining a good education, especially education in the faith. 
 To be both an example and to teach explicitly. About the Mass, the Sacraments, the Holy Life. 

4. To be an example of sympathy, not egotism, being a man who understands the life situations of others, 
helping them when they have needs, not necessarily providing what they want nor what you want but 
what they need. 

5.  To grow in the Fruits of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23), love, joy, peace, understanding of others, generosity, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. In our time the gift of self-control is of particular 
importance as men need to control themselves in relation to their sexuality (chastity). 

Example – National Public Radio, example and testimony of the results of unchastity. 
6. To practice forgiveness (Mt 6:14-15). A story from Madrid, Spain concerning Paco.  

The 800 respondents to an offer of forgiveness. 
 
Giving thanks to our fathers and to our Heavenly Father 
Important passages: 

1. Gen 2:24 – the man and the woman become one flesh. 
2. Ex 20:12 – the Fourth Commandment – Honor your father and your mother that your days may be long 

upon the earth and the Lord your God has given you. 
3. Eph. 3:14-15 – God is the source of all “paternity.” 
4. Eph 6:1-4 – the Fourth Commandment – and, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 

them up in the discipline and admonition which the Lord may inspire. 
5. Heb 12:5-12 – The importance of discipline which comes from a father. 
6. Mt 6:9 – “Our Father……. 

 
To reflect and to meditate upon: 
1. What are the qualities that we most appreciate in our fathers, be they living or dead? 
2. Is it true that we can learn how to function better as fathers by imitating God? 
3. What would be the most important qualities of a father? 
4. How can we say “thanks” to our father today? 

 
 

 


